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I entered the studio committed to disciplined work and continued learning. 

I attended peer group meetings and pursued thoughtful conversations with artists about their practice and experience. I visited museums and gallery exhibitions, and I participated in The Art Center activities and receptions.

Over the course of the residency, I completed 27 finished works ranging from still lifes and landscapes to non-representational abstractions. Each piece is expressive and rooted in discovery. 

A focused body of studies exploring varied methods, subjects, and substrates preceded the finished works. The study phase sharpened my focus and gave me clear direction ~ to reflect the light present in life and to invite the viewer into that sense of wonder.

Throughout the residency, hue led the dance. I worked within restrained palettes drawn from passion, regal tones, and the natural world. I introduced collage using tissue paper painted during the study phase. These processes expanded the vocabulary of the surfaces and required me to respond with trust to what emerged. 

Non-representational abstract paintings were the aim for the residency’s exhibition. Abstract floral bouquets led as process companions and may be viewed on my website (www.MarieFlorenceDesigns.com.) The bouquets are light gathered and offered, while the non-representational abstracts exhibited here reflect the source of that light.

I presented light as something interior and as something that radiates. I embraced darkness as a place of safety, rest, and contemplation. This work engages light, reflects light, and ultimately offers light.

I am grateful for the studio space sponsored by Market Square Jewelers and for the opportunities offered to me by The Art Center that led to my personal and professional expansion.

